Course outline:

Day 1 Guiding questions: What is this scary and unfamiliar thing called the college
essay? How does it differ from the other essays I've written? But more
importantly, what could I possibly write about that someone else will find
interesting?

Homework:
O Read “What is the Reflective Essay?”
O Select a prompt (UC or Common Application)
0 Write 5-8 mini-introductions based on topic ideas generated in class
O Bring a candid photo of yourself from childhood

Day 2 Guiding questions: I picked a topic... now what? How do I show without
showing off? | know what [ want to say, but how do [ make it interesting?
And how do I avoid sounding like every other applicant?

Homework:
O Read “The Lively Art of Writing”
0 Write a draft of your essay (~500 words) and share it with me via
Google Docs <balmeo@gmail.com> by 8:30 p.m.
O Bring a typed, double spaced copy of your essay to class



Day 3 Guiding questions: What does my essay really say about me? How do I say
more with less? Which of my details are telling details? Where do I need to
focus my attention in revision? How can I revise more effectively?

Homework:
O Read sample essays and holistic rubric - score
O Revise your essay on Google Docs by 8:30 p.m.
O Bring four copies of your typed, double-spaced revised essay to class

Day 4 Guiding questions: What will take my essay from good to great? How can I
replicate this process for other essays? What are my next steps?

Homework:
O Work on that final draft!



